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INTRODUCTORY. 





The following articles—reprinted from 
the ** CHESHIRE Posr ’'—wwere originally 
published as part of a series of historical 
sketches of St. George's Cluirch and Schools, 
which appeared in the columus of that 
paper in the aonth of September, 1908, 
The reasons then adduced for the publica- 
tion of the articles were as follows : 


‘* They deal with what is probably a 
unique tecord in Sunday School service, 
nainely, a fainily which can show four suc- 
cessive generations of Sunday School 
leaders. And not only is this the case, but 
it is questionable whether uny other local 
family lias given so many workers to the 
Church and Sunday School movement as 
that of the Middletons, which is at present 
represented at St. George’s by Mr. Tom 
Middleton, the historian, of Hyde. This 
family has been settled in Hyde for well over 
a century; and during the whole of that 
time its imembers have never ceased to 
devote their cnergies to some form of public 
service. Moreover, as their work in this 
direction Seems to date further back than 
their settlaneni in Hyde (for originally they 
came from Derbystiire), this account of 
the St. Guorge's worthies is prefaced with a 
few genealogical particulars concerning 
the earlier history of the family, which will 
show how it cane ta settle in Hyde, and will 
alsu throw intervsting sidelights on some 
bygone tlyde institutions, such as the Old 
Corn Mill, Glass House Fold, and several 
items of importance in the Ineal histary ef 
fivde umd its neighbourhood.’ 


The foregeing prefatory lines may, 
perhaps, aptly be quoted as the justifica- 
tion for the re-production of the articles 
in their present torm, 


THE MibbLeTon FAMILy 


{OF HYDR). 


dis History and Connection with St. George's 
Chureh and Schools, Hyde. 


The Middletons of Hyde, in Cheshire, 
desvend from an old Derbyshire stock, 
which, according to documentary evidence, 
was settled about Hope, Tideswell, and 
Stoncy Middleton as far back as the reign 
of (Queen Elizabeth, and appears to 
have been associated with several townships 
of the High Peak from an even earlier 
period. The surname Middleton is sup- 
posed to have some connection with the 
place name of Stoney Middleton (or that 
of other Derbyshire townships such as 
MidWeton-by-Youlgreave) ; and this theory 
is by no means unreasonable, inasmuch 
as when surnames came into fashion it was 
customary for a man to take the naine of 
the place at or near whieh he resided. 


References to persons and families using 
this name are met with as early as the reign 
of Edward LH. (1307-27), for among matters 
relating to Eyaim the following items are 
tecorded :—'‘ Ing: If it were any damage 
to the King, 16, Edw. II., Robert, son of 
William de Middleton, lands in Eyam. 
In 17 Edw. II, Robert, son of William de 
Middleton, paid a fine to the King of half 


6 THE MIDDLETON FAMILY. 


a mark for pardon fer acquiring certain 
tenements in Eyam without license.” 


In the 15th century there was a family of 
the nanic seated near Youlgreave, of which 
race was Thomas Middleton, lord of 
Gratton in the reign of Henry VII1., and it 
is assuined by some that the ancestors of 
the Middletons who settled about Stoucy 
Middleton, Hope, and ‘lideswell were off- 
shoots of the same stock, Be that as it 
may, there were several families of the 
name living in the parishes of Tideswell 
and Hope early in the i6th century, and 
there is evidence that they were of sume 
substance and local importance. In the 
records of Hope and Tideswell the following 
passages occur:—‘'In 26 Hen. VIII., 
1535, Exchequer Lay Subsidies, Derby. 
Assessinent of the first’ payment of the 
subsidy granted 26 Henry VIII, on the 
inhabitants within the wapentake of High 
Peake in the County of Derby. Howpe. 
Thurstano Myddulton Jun que lict bona ad 
vales xxli, . 2. xs.” And an old 
account of Tideswell Church states that one 
of the shields on the tomb of Sir Sampson 
Meveril (who fought ‘' in xi grate battayles 
in France,” and died in 1442) formerly 
contained the arms of Middlcton ; whilst 
from other sources we learn that in 1658 
and the two following years ‘Nhontas 
Middleton was churcliwarden of Tideswell, 
and the sa:ue otfice was also held by Richard 
Middleton in 1664, Thomas Middleton in 
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1693, John Middleton in 1699, and James 
and Robert Middleton in 1707. The name 
of Thomas Middleton and the date 1659 
is inscribed on the fifth bell of Tideswell 
Church ; and a Derbyshire panel for 1687 
contains the name of Thomas Middleton, of 
Wheston, gent. The Tideswell Middletons 
appear to have heen engaged in trade at an 
early date; and the Reliquary,” in its 
issue for January, 1867, contains an article 
on ‘‘ Traders Tokens of Derbyshire,” which 
gives an account of Richard Middleton, of 
Tideswell, and an illustration of one of the 
enins or tokens issued by him. The token 
bears on the obverse the words, '‘ Richard 
Middleton. His halfe peny,”’ and on the 
teverse, ‘‘ In Tydsewell, 1669." At a later 
period a family of the name attained a 
position of distinction in the county, and 
held Team Hall, near Evam. 


What relationship existed between the 
various branches of Middletons living in the 
parishes of Hope and Tideswell is uncertain 
but there are various circumstances which 
suggest that they sprang fram one common 
stock. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
there were living in the parish of Hope— 
Thomas Middleton, Martin Middleton, 
Edward, Robert, William, James, John, 
and Richard Middleton. Some of these 
appear to have been brothers. They were 
living between 1550 and 16090, and all of 
them were married, and had issue before 
the end of that century. Their descendants 
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settled in various spots in the Vale of Hope, 
and the townships about ‘Tideswell, and the 
Church registers and other records speak 
of Middletons de Hope, de Bradwell, de 
Hasselbach (Hazelbadge), of Abney, of the 
Woodlands, of Brough, of Tideswell, of 
Wheston, of Litton, and of Eyam. The 
branch which settled in Hyde traces its 
descent from the parent stock as follows :— 


MIDDLETON PEDIGREE. 


THOMAS MIDLTONNE, who was liv- 
ing in Hope Parish in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth (1585), had with other issue 
Margaret (bom 1602), Emmotta (bora 
1607), and a son— 


ROBERT MIDLTONNE, born 1605, 
living in the Parish of Hope in the reigns 
of James I. and Charles I. This Robert 
was the father of Robert, Richard, Ellis 
(born 1630), William, Thomas, James, 
John, and other children. 


ELIIS MIDDLETON (born 1630), son 
of Robert, was living at Smalldale in the 
time of the Commonwealth, and the reign 
of Charles I1., and he had with other issue 
—Elizabeth, Martin, aud 

ELLIS MIDDLETON, born 1667, who 
lived at Smalldale, and Bradwell, in the 
Parish of Hope, between 1680 and 1699 ; 
aud had issue by his wife Maria—(1) 
Maria, b 1694; (2} Robert, b 1696; (3) 
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John, baptized at Hope, July l4th, 1700 ; 
(4) Richard. 

JOHN MIDDLETON, of Smalldale 
(born 1700), son of Ellis, seems to have 
resided all his life at Smalldale, and was 
buried at Hope, on April 26th, 1773. 
He had issue by his wife Margaret—(1} 
Maria, baptized Dec. Ith, buried Dec. 
12th, 1722; (2) Mary, baptized Nov. 2nd 
1725; (3) Joseph, baptized Aug. 19th, 
1728; (4) Robert, born 1732, afterwards 
married, and had issue a son Thomas ; (5) 
Martin, baptized Sept. 18th, 1740; and 
several other children, who died in 
infancy. 

MARTIN MIDDLETON (b. 1740), son 
of the above-named John Middleton and 
Margaret, his wife, married at Hope 
Church, on Thursday, the 8th of August, 
1765, Ann Braddock, of the Parish of 
Hope. During their carly married life 
they lived at Smalldale and in the Wood- 
lands, Hope; and their elder children 
were baptized at Hope Church, but after- 
wards they resided at Litton, in the parish 
of Tideswell, where their four youngest 
children “were born. By his wife Ann 
Braddock,’ Martin Middicton had issue 
nine children—(1) Sarah, (2) Ann, (3) 
James, (4) John, (5) “Isaac, (6) Hannah, 
(7) Elizabeth, (8) George, (9) Martin. The 
issuc of these children may he traced as 
follows — 

(1) Sarah, b. 1766, buried at Hope, May 

22nd, 1771. 
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(2) Ann, baptized at Hope, Dec. Ist, 
1768, commonly known as Nancy Middle- 
ton. She inarried John Ashton, of 
Hanghiton, Lancashire, and of Hyde Corn 
Mill, Cheshire. This John Ashton, who 
was born 1769-70, came of an old local 
family, said to have sprung from the 
Ashtons of Stoney Middleton. For 
several generations members of this 
family worked Hyde Corn Mill. (See later 
account of the Corn Mill.) John Ashton 
and his wife Ann (Nancy) Middleton lived 
at Glass House Fold, Haughton. She 
died on April 28th, 1833, and ler husband 
on Noy. 5th, 1835. Both are buried at 
Stockport. They had issne— 

(a) Thomas, b. Jan. 20th, 1793. 


(B) Elizabeth, b. Jan. 29th, 1794; 
married Thomas Bowker; died July, 
3rd, 1869. She had a daughter Ann, 
wha inarried Joseph Moores, aud had 
issuc, besides four children who died 
in infancy—(1}) Aun Moores, born 
Mareh 15th, 1849, warricd Kev. 
Thomas Bennett Hroadrick, and has 
issue Harold Ashton; Theodoria Julia; 
and Mabel Anne. (2) Thomas 
Moores, born July 3ist, 1851; 
married Emily Maiden. (3) Edwin 
Moores, horn May 23rd, 1856 ; married 
Ellen Williams, and has issue Ethel 
Peirce, Lewis Ashton, Edwin Middle- 
ton, Henry, and Edgar. 


(c) Sophia, b. Aug. 7th, 1796; 
murried ‘Fimothy Redfern; died June 
6th, 1866, leaving surviving  issuc 
Johu Redfern, afterwards sehaohnaster 
at Fiskerton, Lincoln, who had issue 
Sophia, Harrict, Annie, Henry Ashton, 
Elizabeth and John William,. 
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{(D) John, b. 1798, 

(£) Henry, b. Dec. 13th, 1800; d. 
August 17th, 1861. This Henry, who 
worked Hyde Corn Mill, had issue by 
his wife Mary—(l) John Redfern, (2) 
Thomas, (3) Ann, (4) James, born 
February 4th, 1827; (5) Elizabeth, 
(6) Henry, All these children died in 
infancy, with the exception of the 
fourth child— 

James Ashton, born February 4th, 
1827, died November tst, 1878, 
buried at Everton Church, nr. Baw- 
try, Notts, who worked Hyde Corn 
Mill up to 1874. He imarried Eliza- 
beth Holford (died November 21st, 
1899), and had issne— 

(1) Joseph Holford, (2) Henry, 

(3) James Holford, now in America 

(4) lary, now in America, (5) Tom, 

living in Oldham, (6) Asmuic, (7) 

Ada, now in Amcrica, (8) Sarah, 

(9) Elizabeth Kate, now in 

America (10) William, ow in 

South Africa. 

(F) Fanny, b. Oct. 25th, 1802 
died August 25th, 1861, married first 
—. Sidebotham, by whom issue a sou 
and a daughter, Sophia (Mrs. Oldhain, 
of Blackpool}; and secondly to 
Jonathan Gray, of Hyde, by whom 
issue Hanuah (married Captain Cush- 
ing, American Navy) and Robert. 
Robert Gray married Annie Rusliton, 
and has issue John, Fanny, Mary, 
Ruth, Robert, Alfred, Annie, Lilian, 
Vivian, 

(G) Nancy, born Feb. 26th, 1805; 
d. May 16th, 1806. 

(ul) Elijah, b. March 13th, 1808. 

(1) Hannah, born aug. 9th, 1811; 
baptized at Denton Old Church ; died 
Dec. 11th, 1883; married her cousin, 
Thomas Middleton, of Kingston, and 
had issue 2 son, Henry Middleton, born 
Nov. 5th, 1840. Henry Middleton 
married Elizabeth Swindells, and had 
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issue a son, ‘Thomas Middleton, born 
Dec. 23rd, 1872 (see later account 
of Thomas Middleton). 
(3) James (son of Martin Middleton 
and his wife, Aun Braddock), b. 1771 ; 
was at one time a soldier; lived some 
years in Hyde, but removed to Notting- 
ham, where he died. 
(4) John, b. 1773. 
(5) Isaac, died at Nottingham. 
(6) Hannah, b. 1779. 
(7) Elizabeth, b. 1782. 
{8) George, b. 1786. 
(9) Martin Middleton (youngest son 
of Martin Middleton and his wife, Ann 
Braddock), baptized at Tideswell Church, 
June 22nd, 1788 (sce below), settled in 
Hyde, and it is from him that the various 
Middletons connected with Church work 
in Hyde have sprung. His gon Thomas 
was the father of Mr. Henry Middleton, 


who was the father of Mr. Tom Middle- 
ton, the historian, of Hyde. 











Martin Middleton, 





Boru 1788, Died 1861. 





MR. MARTIN MIDDLETON, 


1788—1861, 


This worthy man, who seems to have 
been the first of his name connected with 
the township of Hyde, was the progenitor 
of a family whose many branches have been 
very actively associated with Church 
amt Sunday School work in Hyde and its 
neighbourhood for a period now exceeding 
a century. No history of the establishing 
and carrying on of the Church of England 
and its Sunday Schaols in the township of 


Hyile— especially nu history of St. George's 


Church and Schools—could be regarded as 
complete unless it contained some notice 
of the energetic work of this man and his 
descendants. 


He was the ninth and youngest surviving 
son of Martin Middleton of Litton, formerly 
of The Woodlands, Hope, Derbyshire, 
by his wife Anne (Nancy) Braddock ; he 
was born at Litton, in the parish of ‘Tides- 
well, aud when a few weeks old was bap- 
tized at ‘lideswell Church on the 22nd day 
of June, 1788. For over 300 years his fore- 
fathers had been settled in the parishes of 
Hope and Tideswell, being principally 
engaged in farming, and occasionally 
establishing themselves as traders; but 
abont the year 1790, Nancy Middleton 
(sister of Martin) married John Ashton, of 


— 
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Hyde Mill, and in this way several of the 
fainily were led to settle in Hyde. 


They first lived at Glass House Fold, on 
the Lancashire side of the River Tune, 
in close proximity to the old Hyde Corn 
Mill, which was worked by their kinsmeu, 
the Ashtons. Eveutually Martin Middleton 
found employment at Kingston Mills, 
where he became manager of one of the 
departments, but afterwards commenced 
business in Newton-street, Hyde, as a 
gtocer, draper, and general dealer. 


From early life Mr. Martin Middleton 
took an active part in religious and educa- 
tional work. In an age when learning wus 
the monopoly of a few, he bore the reputa- 
tion of being a well-read man, and during 
the early decades of the nineteenth ceutury, 
won some local reputation as the founder 
and teacher of a night school for adult 
cotton-operatives. The school (which was 
well attended) was held in his home, and 
here, by the aid of candle-light, the factory 
workers pored over their grammars, his- 
tories, and arithmetics, until the night was 
well advanced. The learning thus imparted 
was the only school education which most 
of the scholars were able to obtain, but it 
seems to have bourne good fruit, as several 
of the scholars have distinguished them- 
selves in various branches of commerce, 
and more thau one has won literary dis- 
tinction. Que of the last-named class— 
the late Mr. Samuel Hadfield, the historian 
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of Haughtou—placed on record his indebted- 
ness to the schooling thus obtained. Re- 
ferring to an old English grammar, he writes: 
“That book old Martin Middleton put ine 
through at nights, and in the day T fixed 
it up on the loom and went through it at 
tutervals during my work. There was uo 
fretory legislation in those davs, and youtlis 
and children laboured in the mill from 
daytight till dusk. Under such adverse 
conditions did the working classes of the 
early decades of the nincteenth century 
fight their way to hook fore and knowledge.” 

After lis settlement in MWyde, Mr. Martin 
Middl-fon appears te have attended 
Denton Old Church until St. George’s was 
hutlt in 1832, when he immediately entercd 
with zeal into the religious work cem- 
menced at Hyde, and became one of the 
first teachers and superintendents of St. 
George’s Sunday Schools. He also took an 
iuterest in politics, and with his sons, 
was among the founders of the first Con- 
servative association in Hyde; whilst in 
the ‘‘forties” along with other well- 
kuown local worthies, he took part in 
quelling the Chartist disturbances, and re- 
establishing the public peace. 


Martin Middleton was twice married— 
first to Ruth Cheetham (born 1789, died 
July 19th, 1825, buried at the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Two Trees-lane, Flaugliton), by 
whom he had issue: (1) John, (2) Thomas, 
(3) Sarah, (4) William, (5) Isaac, (6) Ann, 
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(7) Susannah. His second wife was Mary 
Cocks (died 1864), by whom he had issuy : 
(8) George, (9) James, (10) Joseph, (11) 
Nancy Ann. He died on the 6th of January, 
1861, aged 72 years, and was buried in St. 
George’s Churchyard, Hyde, on the sonth- 
east side of the Church, near the boundary 
of the playground of the school. 

Of the above-mentioned children of 
Martin Middleton, the majority, and their 
descendants, have been actively connected 
with Sunday School and philanthropic 
work in Hyde. 

(1) Jolin, the eldest son, bern 1810, 
died 1878, was at one time a teacher at 
St. Georg ’s Sunday Schouls. Te was 
thrice married, and had eight cuildren. 
His eldest son, Martin Middleton was 
formerly well known in musical circles 
in Hyde. This Martin’s son—Thomas 
Henry Middleton —is now assistant clerk 
to the magistrates at Crewe. 


By his first wife Peggy Hibbert, Jolin 
Middleton had issue— 

Martin Middleton (died 1873}, who 

had issue by his wife, Mary Ann Wilde 

(a) Margaret Ann, married Wm. 
Taylor. 

(b) Mary Jane. 

(c) William John, married Sarah 
Ratcliffe, and dying in 1884 left issue 
Clara Annie, Margaret Ann, Ethel 
Louisa. 

(d) Susannah, married James F. 
Wilde. 

{:) Emma, married Peter Hyde. 

(f) Annie. 

(g) Thomas Henry Middleton, 
born January 23rd, 1864, now of 














Glass House Fold, Raughton. 


The two Cottages atthe top of the picture were occupied 

by the millers of Hyde Corn Mill. Iu the left one of the 

two the children of John Ashton and his wife, Ann 

Middleton, were born. The adjoining Cottage on the 

tight was the home of Martin Middleton, and there his 

elder children—by his first wife, Ruth Cheetham—were 
born. 


7, er ee 
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Sunnyside, Crewe, married Miss 
Oldham, of Hyde, and has issue— 
Harold, born October 16th, 1889, 
and James Shepley, born January 

24th, 1892, 

{h) Arthur Beaumont. 

(i) Kate married J, E. Barratt. 
By his second wife, Mary Ann Hibbert, 
John Middleton had issue— 

(4) Ruth, whe married Joseph 
Widdowson, cid duul issue {i) John 
and Temas (twins), (2) Thomas, {3} 
Mary Ann, (4) Henry Plonis, (5) Joc, 
(6) Bertha, (7) Sarals. 

(nm) Aun. 

(c) Susannah, married? Ed. Green, 
and had issue—(1) Thomas, (2) John, 
(3) Mary, (4) Ella. 

(0) Mary, iuarricd Thomas Wilde, 

and dial issue —(1) Ann Middleton, 
who amarried George Knowles, (2) 
Martin Middleton Wilde, who married 
Miss Cooke, 
By his third wife, Mary Joluison, John 
Middleton had issue-——John, Hannah, 
and Sarah. Hannah Middleton imar- 
ried John Lonyson, af New Mills, and 
has tssue (fF) Mary Plizabeth, (2) 
James, (3) edith, (4) Johu Middleton 
(died young), (5) Annie (died young), 
(6} Jessie, (7) William (died young). 


(II) THOMAS MIDMLETON, second 
son of Martiu Middleton, was born in 
1812, and died in 1848. He was one of 
the most energetic workers St. George's 
Church and Schools ever had. He married 
Hannah Ashton, of Hyde Mill, by whain 
he had issue Henry Middleton (bern 
Nov. 5th, 1840, diced Dec. 19th 1896). 
Henry Middleton was the father of Mr. 
Tom Middleton, author of ‘‘ Annals of 
Hyde.” —(See later). 
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(IIT} Sarah, bern ISI4, diced 1887, 
married Willian Hartley, and had issue 
—{1) Elizabeth, (2) Joseph, (3) Thonius, 
(4) Rnth, (5) John, (6) Martin Luther, 
(7) Mary, married Willian Kay, and has 
issue—Thomas and William, (8) Rachel 
Cheethain, (9) Williaw, (10) Samuel, who 
James and William, (11) 
James, married Kate Jinks, and has issne~ 
Henry, Sarah Middlet m, and Jolin Hugh. 
The above Joseph Hartley married Mary 
Ann Marsden, and has issue now tiving— 
(1) Willian Heury, (2) James, (3) Sarah 
Ann, (4) Emma, (5) Mary, (6) Joseph, (7) 
Nellie. Martin Tuther Hartley noarrivd 


had issne 





Amclia Hibbert, and has issue now living 
—Miunie, Clara, Willie, -and Auwlia, 


(IV) William died at Boston, America, 
leaving issue by his wife Sarah Owen—(1) 
John, (2) Ruth, (3) Martin. Ruth married 
Wm. Booth, now of Sonthport, and has 
issue—William, Annie, Sarah, Harry, and 
Joseph Oswald. Martin Middleton lives 
at Stalybridge, and has issue by his wife, 
Alice Lees—George William, Henry, 
John Stanley, Harold, Tom, Frank, and 
Robert. 


(V) Isaac, who had issue Tdward 
Middleton (who is well known in musical 
circles in Hyde), and William Middleton. 
also two daughters, Ruth and Sarah 
Ann, The above Mdward lad issue — 
(1) William (now schoolmaster at Miln- 
row), (2) Elizabeth, (3) Térnest, (4) ‘Tom. 
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William Middleton (the second son of 
Isaac) has issue—(1) Harry, (2) William. 


(V1) Ann, died young. 
(VII) Susannah, died young. 


(VIIL) George Middleton, born July 
18th, 1833 (see below). 


(IN) James, died young: 
(X) Joseph, died young. 
(NI) Nancy Ann, died unmarried in 


1900, was also an old worker at St. 
George’s. 


The above George Middleton, born J uly 
fath, 1833, died August 22nd, 1870, was in 
business in Hyde, and was distinguished 
for the part he played in philanthropic 
work. For many years he was Secretary 
to St. George’s Sunday School; and a 
tablet to his memory was erected in 
St. George’s Church by the teachers and 
seholars of the Sunday School. He was 
active in educational matters in Hyde, 
and was a director of the Mechanics’ In- 
stitution. When the Institute, through 
lack of funds, was obliged to give up its 
gymnasium, he established one for the 
use of the young men of Hyde. By his 
wife, Eliza Hartley, he had issueBix child- 
ten. His eldest son, Martin Middleton, 
is well-known as a local musician, and as 
the accompanist of the Hyde Philar- 
monic Society. His second son, William 
'artiny Middleton, was one of the 

‘ers of the Hyde Phatographic 
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Society. Both brothers were formerly’ 
teachers at St. George’s Sunday Schools. 
Their sister, Miss Mary Middleton, has 
done much mission and Sunday School 
work at Manchester, Buxton, and Hyde. 
The children of George Middleton and 
his wife, Eliza, were— 

(A) Helen, married J. E. Royle, and 
has issue a son, Edward Middleton. 

(4) Martin Middleton (see below). 

(c) Mary. 

(p) William Hartley Middleton, 
born December 31st, 1865, married 
Sarah Ellen Ventou, and has issue-- 
George Hugh, born 1896, and Helen, 
born Jauuary i6th, 1904. 


(#) Annie, married Charles Ij, Calder- 
bank, and has issue—Edith, Emily, 
Norman, Hilda, Eliza. 


(r) Thomas Henry, died young. 





Martin Middleton, the eldest son of 
George, was born May 6th, 1862, and 
has taken active part in musical mat- 
ters in Hyde. He entered the St. 
George's String Band in 1877, playiug 
the violoncello, and became secretary 
of the Band in 1879. In November, 
1878 he joined the Hyde Philharmonic 
Socicty, then newly started, was chair- 
man of the executive of the Society in 
1884-5, and continued as accompanist 
of the Society until, 1906. In 1888 he 





is igs i Cs +> by ae aed 
: RA a sc ag BP eee Bae 


John Middleton, Isaac Middleton. George Middleton, 
Born 1810 Born 1833. Nancy Ann Middleton. 














Martin Middleton 


{Son of George), 





Born 1862, 


ere Et ne ey ee ee 


CHE MIDDLETON FAMILY. 31 


beewme organist at Bredbury Chureh, 
which position he held for five years. 
Occasionally he represented the “North 
Cheshire Herakt" as musical critic. 
He conunenced a inusic business in 
[lye in July, 1888, which he has since 
developed by opening branches at 
Denton and Crewe; he is also pro- 
prictur of the Hyde School of Music. \ 
For some years he was a teacher and ; 
issistunt secretary at St. George's 

Sunday School, For a time he was 

chairman of the executive, and for ! 
four years has been president of the 
liycle Tradesineu's Association. He is 
a Iivemason, and in bebruary, 1899, 
wes cleeted Master of Lodge Benevo- 
lent, No. 396, Sailor Hotel, Marple. 
Ih September, 1901, he was installed 
Hirst Principal, Industry, Chapter No. 
361, Norfolk Arms Hotel, Hyde, now 
held at the Queen's Hotel; and in 19U5 
was uppointed by the Hon. Alan de 
Tatton Egerton, organist of the Prov. 
Grand Lodge of Cheshire. He married 
on June 2nd, 1905, Sophia Smith, and 
las issue a son, George Edward, born 
April 4th, 1906. 





MR. THOMAS MIDDLETON, 


1812 —-1848. 


Thomas Middleton, the subject of this 
sketch, was the son of Martin Middleton, who 
died in 1861, and, like his father was 
one of the pioncers of the Sunday School 
movement in connection with the Church 
of England in Hyde, being one of that 
earnest baud of men who founded St. 
George’s Suuday Schools. He was, inore- 
over, am active participant in the public 
life of Hyde in his day, aud deserves a 
honourable place in the ranks of the worthies 
of the town. He was born in the year 1812, 
at Glass House Fold, Haughton, at that 
time a picturesque country place situated 
in a beautiful spot on the banks of the 
River Tame, which, though actually in 
Lancashire, has always been regarded as. 
part of Hyde. While still young he became 
Manager of the weavers, winders, and 
dressers at Kingston Mills (which were 
then worked by John Sidebothatn) ; and in 
his leisure time he laboured hard to improve 
the condition of his fellow-men. From an 
early age he took an active part in Church 
and Sunday School work, attending the 
Old Church at Denton, prior to the building 
of St. George’s, Hyde. The Sunday 
Schoot in those days discharged other 
functions than that of merely training the 
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young in a knowledge of the scriptures ; 
it promoted thrift in the shape of savings 
banks; it discharged the good offices of a 
friendly society by conducting burial clubs 
and sick clubs; and in the carrying on of 
all thes agencies Thomas Middleton played 
an important part. He was one of the 
earlicst teachers aud superintendents at 
St. George's Sunday School, and took an 
especially active part in the working of the 
Burial Club, and the Sick Cluh connected 
with the Schools, beiny at one time 
Treasurer of these clubs. 


Along with his colleagues in the work, he 
affixed his name to a manifesto issued 
between 1837 and #841, in which the 
following appeal to the poor was made :— 
“While they (ie, the Sunday School 
authorities,—the founders of the Burial 
Cluh)—are endeavouring to facilitate for 
the Children of the Poor, their acquaint- 
ance with the Holy Scriptures, ‘ Which are 
able to make them wise unto salvation, 
through faith, which is in Jesus Christ,’ 
they would not be entirely regardless of 
their temporal necessities. Every family is 
open to arrest of death; at all ages, but 
especially in youth, are its ravages felt by 
the whole of our species. For the expenses 
necessarily attendant on these awful dis- 
pensations, the Poor are at all times ill 
provided ; but by this Institution an easy 
way is opened, by which even their children 
may begin to lay up for the future. The 














24 THE MIDDLETON FAATILY. 


burden upon the individual is indeed very 
trifling, while the relief afforded to a suffer- 
ing family, is really important. Conscious 
that their purpose is good, and hoping that 
the means they have adopted may he found 
beneficial to their fellow-creatures, the 
Committee humbly crave for it the appro- 
bation of good men, amd the acceptance 
and blessing of Almighty God." 


The Sunday School work of Mr. Thomas 
Middleton was carried on with a zeal and 
energy which won the ad-niration and praise 
of his colleagues; and in 1847 le was 
in reenaition af his meuy sotviess, pre- 
sented with a fanily Bible, whielt contains 


the following iuscription . 


PRESENTED ‘TO 
THOMAS MIDULETON, 


by the 

Teachers of St. George’s Church Sunday 
Schools, Lyde, 
As a Tokeu of Respect 

For his character, as a memento of the 
high appreciation for tlhe services rendered 
by him as a Teacher and a Superintendent 
in the above Schools for upwards of nine 

years, 


May 28th, 1847 


Mr. Thomas Middleton died in 1848, so 
the present generation Nave no idea of the 
amount of work done by him for the Suuday 
School; but old people who can remeiber 
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Born 1812, Died 1848. 
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Born 1811, Died 1883. 
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him speak of his activity in gaod works ; 
aud au examination of the early minute 
hooks of the Schools shows to what a great 
extent the many agencies of St. George’s 
were indebted to him for their stuecess. 
Quite recently the oldest minute book of 
St. George's School has heen discovered— 
after being lost for many vears—and his 
name is the first recorded in it. 


Tn iuany other wavs Mr. Middleton 
showed himself to he a man of public 
spirit, fully alive to the duties of eitizen- 
ship. Tle was prominent in forming some 
of the carliost Pricndly Societies, and Trades 
Union organisations established in Hyde 
and neighbourhood; and seems to have 
been looked up to as a leader by the 
working-men of his day. He took part in 
the inauguration of some of the oldest 
Burial Societies and Savings Clubs in Hyde 
and Denton, and was one of the founders 
of the first Conservative Association in 
Hyde. Moreover, living in an age when 
education was a luxury almost beyond the 
reach of the working classes, he became 
distinguished among his fellows for the 
efforts he made to acquire and promote 
knowledge. After his day's work was over, 
he devoted himself to instructing his less 
accomplished companions. By means of 
rigid thrift he possessed himself of a few 
of the best books then going, and was 
liberal in lending them, or bestowing them 
as gifts upon persons whom he knew to he 
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in ueed of and unable to procure them. 
At one time he founded a small library for 
the benefit of the mill-operatives. Au old 
lady writes of him :—‘' He was a fine fellow, 
‘as merry as a cricket’; he was always 
welcome in every house, and gloomy faces 
became bright with smiles when he began 
to talk. In home life he was at his best ; 
he made the best of husbands, and his 


married life was ideal.” 


When full of promise Mr. Middleton's 
cureer wis cut short at the early age of 36 
years. He was seized with typhoid fever, 
and died, after a week's illness, on Septem 
ber 20th, 1848, The Sunday before his 
death he was working at St. George’s, and 
Should have discharged his dutics there ou 
the Sunday he lay dead. One of the 
friendly societies of Deutan gave him a 
public funeral, and the teachers and selalars 
of St. George's also attended his interment, 
He was buried in a grave adjoining that of 
his father in St. George's Churchyard. 
The coffin was carried from his house at 
Kingston to the Church by relays of bearers, 
the operatives at Kingston Mills performing 
this duty. 


Mr. Thomas Middleton married Hannah, 
daughter of John Ashton, of Hyde Mill, 
a lady who deserves more than passing 
mention. Her father’s family belonged to 
the same stock as the Ashtous of Werneth, 
and are traditionally said to have sprung 
from Stoney—Middleton. For several 
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generatious the Aslitons worked the corn 
mill at Hyde, aud ample evidence of this 
fact is contained in the registers at Denton 
Old Church, where the record of Hannah 
Ashton’s own baptism is thus inscribed :— 


‘1811, Hannah, daughter of John 
Ashton, miller of Haughton, and of 
Naucy; born August 9th, baptized 
September 22nd. 


The mill was situated upon the River Tame, 
just in frout of Hyde Hall, and was an 
ancient stone building said to be the 
successor of a former structure which had 
existed on the river at Hyde from the days 
of King Jolin. It was an important 
institution in the township, and in the old 
days the people for miles around seut their 
corn in sacks slung on pack-horses aud 
doukcys, to be ground in the mill at Hyde. 
Au aged lady, now dead, thus wrote of the 
old corn mill and the miller :—‘‘ Anyone 
walking along the river bank could not but 
be struck with the sound of the ‘‘ Old 
Hundredth,” or one of the Church chants, 
sounding morning and evening from the 
suill, as the miller did his task, vibrating 
through the stately beech trees which 
towered far above the old building that 
had been worked by generations of one 
family, now all gone to rest. The sound 
was so impressive that I often recall it with 
very decp feelings. And each Sabbath 
moruing, when the splash of the water- 
whicel was hushed, there at his cottage door 
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across the river eonld be seen the uuiler, 
with his large Bible ou his kuce, reading 
aloud to his family, 1t was a sight not 
readily forgotten, particularly im sumuner, 
with the lilacs and roses in bloom, and the 
sun shiving on the river, and the uvise ot 
the falling weir coming through the spray.” 


Unfortumately the scene is now greatly 
changed, the old mill is demolished, aud 
the valley of the fame has lost its rural 
beauty. 


Jobu Ashton, the willer, referred to in 
the above description, lived at Glass House 
Fold, in a picturesque old cottage, at that 
time beautifully situated on the Haughton 
bank of the River Tame, just opposite the 
will, There was a row of stepping-stones 
reaching across the river beneath the weir, 
and these conuected the will with 
the cottage. The fold, it should be said in 
passing, received its peculiar name from the 
fact that a company of Flemish Glass 
Blowers originally settled there 300 years 
ago. Joln Ashton was au interesting pcr- 
sonage, and had been acquainted with 
people who had witnessed the passage of the 
Scottish army of Prince Charles Edward 
through this district in 1745. He married 
Aune (Nancy) Middleton, sister of Martin 
Middleton referred fo above, and had 
issue wine children, oi whom dauunuah was 
the youngest, so that she aud ner husband 
Were cousins. Born in IS11, she witnessed 
any remarkable incidents ot local history, 





Hyde Corn Mill 
(From photograph taken in 1874). 
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Hyde Hall and the Old Corn Mill. 


The Corn Mill is the gabled building to the right of the picture. The building to the left of the Hall 
is a large quadrangular place known as Hyde Hall Farm, its front being at right angles 
to that of the Hall. 
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saith was reeogaised as sun muthoritv, cond 
frequently consulted by autiqnatrisn 
writers. She survived her husband by 
3G yeurs, dying on December [1th, 1883. 

Mr. Thomas Middleton and his wife had 
wu oonty son, Henry Middleton (born 
Noevelmber Sth, 1840, died December 10th, 
1896), who also was an energetic worker 
at St. George's. 





MR. HENRY MIDDLETON. 


1340.—1896. 


Heury Middleton, the only son of Thomas 
Middleton and his wife, Hannah Ashton, was 
born at Hyde Hall Farm on November Sth, 
1840; and, following the example of his father 
and his grandfather, engaged iu Sunday 
School work at St. George’s at a very early 
age. His connection with the Church and 
Schools was continued throughout his life 
and shortly before his death he was presented 
with a medal in recognition of the fact that 
he had been connected with the school as 
scholar, teacher, and superintendent for 
over half-a-century. At the time of his 
death he was the senior superintendent, 
and had held that position for ucarly 
25 years. He was also a trustee of St. 
George’s Day Schools. In his day the 
Ritual Controversy was at its height, and. 
Mr. Heury Middleton took 4 prominent part 
in founding a branch of the Church Asso- 
ciation in Hyde, of which he acted as 
honorary secretary. In 1875 he comineuced 
business as a draper in Manchester-road, 
Hyde. He married on November 6th, 1870, 
at the Parish Church, Stockport, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles Swindells, of Werneth, 
(who, prior to her marriage, taught a bible 
class in St. George’s Sunday Schoo) 
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Died 1896. 
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Elizabeth Swindells, 


{Wile of Henry Middleton, Born 184f, 
Dicd 1881, 
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and by her had issue a sou, Thomas Middle- 
ton (author of ‘* Annals of Flyde ” ete.. etc.) 
After the death of his first wife in 1881, he 
married Elizabeth Alderson Hogg, by 
whom he liad issue a daughter, Aime. Mr. 
Middleton died on December 10th, 1896, 
and was buried in St. George’s Churehyard, 
Hyde. A memorial portrait of him was 
hnug in St. George's Schools, the cast being 


defraved hy the teachers and scholars. 


Elizabeth Swindells, the first wife of 
Henry Middleton, was a descendant of a 


Werneth family of veomen. 


They were of a Puritan stock, and 
were counected with Hyde Chapel, Gee 
Cross. Henry Swindells, who was bern in 
1758, lived for many years at the farm 
known as Swindells' Farm in Apethorn- 
lane, and was living there in 1831, at the 
time of the ‘' Ashton Murder.”’ He died 
on December 13th, 1846, in his 89th year, 
and was interred at Hyde Chapel. He had 
Six sons--nainely, John, Joseph, Robert, 
Joshua, Thomas, and Benjamin. Charles 
Swindells, eldest son of the above-named 
Johu, was at one time well-known in Hyde. 
Fortnerly manager of a mill at Stockport, 
he established a drapery business in Hyde 
in 1856. He had a very clear recollection 
of the murder of Thomas Ashton, which 
took place on the 3rd January, 1831, close 
to the Swindells’ Farm in Apethorn-lane. 
This criine became famous throughout the 
world, because it was looked upon as a 
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determined attempt on the part of the 
Operatives to overawe the cotton masters. 
The murder was afterwards used by Mrs. 
Gaskell tn one of her novels. Charles 
Swindells died on Mareh Mth, 1895, aged 
81 years, having had a family of six chil- 
dren, of whom the eldest was Mizaheth, 
who niuarried Heure Middleton, as stated 
above. 











Swindells’ Farm, Apethorn Lane 


(Thomas Ashton was shot to death ncar the spot 
marked by the tree in the right foreground of 
the picture). 





Charles Swindells, 
Horn 1814, Died 1895, 
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MR. THOMAS MIDDLETON. 


Author of “ Annals of Hyde," “ Legends of 
Langdendale,.” “ Old Godley," &c., &c. 


It is questionable whether any other 
local man of the same age has taken a more 
active part in Hyde affairs than the sub- 
ject of this sketch. A Manchester journal 
—‘' Faces and Places "—recently stated 
that no account of the town and the 
people of Tlyde would be complete wntess it 
[ fontaine some mention of Mr. Middleton 
t and his work, and this statement is un- 
doubtedly true, for he not only to a great 
degree represents the literary life of the 
town, hut he has plaved a busy part in 
church, political, and sovial affairs. 

Thomas Middleten—hetter known as 
Tom Middleton—author of ‘‘ Annals of 
Hyde," '' Legends of Longdendale," and 
other works of history and folk-lore, was 
born at Kingston, Hyde, on December 23rd, 
1872, and was the only child of Henry 
Middleton by his first wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles Swindells, of Hyde. 
On leaving school he joined his father in 
business at Hyde, and whilst still in his 
teens entered upon a carecr of public use- 
fulness. He became a teacher at St. j 
George's Sunday Schools, of which he is | 
now superintendent, and also leader of the 
Young Men's Class—the latter being one 


et 


34. THE MIDDLETON FAMILY. 


of the most sucecssful of its kind iu the 
town. He was formerly a prominent tem- 
ber of the Dramatic Society in connection 
with that place, and played the principal 
roles in many of the dramas performed by 
that society. He also tonk a leading art 
in the St. George’s Mutual Improvement 
Society—-at one tinie noted as a most suc- 
cessful debating institution, and was for 10 
years a sidesman at St. George’s Church. 
A good speaker, his services have been 
Tequisitioned by most of the churches and 
chapels in the district. For a time he did 
voluntary mission work ut St. Matthew’s, 
Dukinfield, and St. Andrew's Mission Room, 
Hyde ; he has also been hon. secretary of 
the Church Missionary Society, the Hyde 
Branch of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and the Hyde Lifeboat Fund. A 
Staunch Churchman, he has taken great 
interest in the question of Church reform, 
and has addressed numerous meetings on 
that subject in Hyde and elsewhere. His 
views on this question have been expressed 
in clear, vigorous language ; he holds that 
in Church matters the laity are often 
treated as little better than non-entities, 
that their position in the Church is anoma- 
lous, that the Church is hampered by it, 
and that the systein of Church government 
needs radical alteratiov. Some of the loca! 
meetings on this subject were very lively, 
giving rise to long correspondence in the 
local press, in which attacks were made on 
Mr. Middleton for the part he had played 
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in them. Mr. Middleton has shown an 
interest in politics, and has often figured 
as a speaker at, aud occasionally chairman 
of mass mectings in Hyde. His speeches 
have been marked by close reasoning 
power, and vigorous language. Recognised 
as one of the local leaders of the Conserva- 
tive Party, lhe took part in founding the 
Hyde Conservative Working-Men’s League ; 
and has been treasurer and seeretary of the 
local Habitation of the Primrose League. 
Besides this, he has addressed political 
mectings in the principal centres of the 
North of England. At the time 
| of the Bver War, he associated himself 
| with his friend, the Rev. W. A. Parry, 
Curate of Hurst—the founder of the Soldiers 
Home for the sick and wounded of the 
Manchester Regiment—and addressed 
mectings on behalf of the Regiment at 
Ashion-under-Lyne and other places. Mr. 
Middleton is also widely kuown as an 
antiquary, has taken part in the excava- 
tions at Mclandra Castle—a local Roman 
station—and has lectured on antiquities 
and history in Manchester, and the prin- 
cipal towns in the neighbourhood, and also 
before the Lancashire and Cheshire Anti- 
f quarian Society at the Chetham College. 
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It is as a writer, however, that Mr. 
; Middleton is best known. From his early 
I days his pen has never been idle. In addi- 

tion to scores of interesting newspaper 
F articles, he has published the following works 
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(1) A story founded upon local life ; 
(2) A political history of East Cheshire ; 
(3) ‘' Annals of Hyde and District '—a 
well illustrated volume of 360 pages, 
dealing with the History of Hyde and the 
surrounding towuships ; (4) Old Godley— 
a history and account of folk-lore of 
the township of Godley ; (5) Iegends of 
a series of stories founded 





Lougdendale 
upon the traditions of the Longdendale 
Valley ; (6) Poets, Poems, and Songs of 
Bast Cheshire ; (7) A History of Denton 
and Haughton; (8) Life of Henry Tay- 
lor, Esq., F.S.A., and an account of au 
old Denton family; (9) A series of 
Articles on the survivors of the local 
Chartist movement ; (10) A History of 
St. George’s Church, Hyde. 


It will readily be allowed that the fore- 
going list of achievements on the part of a 
man not much over 30 years of age is indecd 
creditable; and gives ample evidence of 
unceasing industry on the part of the 
writer. 


Mr. Middleton possesses special facilities 
for the position of local historian, which he 
has filled with such success. He was the 
friend of the late John Clarke, Esq. (son 
of Captain Hyde John Clarke, R.N., of Hyde 
Hall), and in this way became possessed 
of valuable information concerning the 
manorial history of Hyde, and the family 
history of the Hydes and Hyde-Clarkes. 
Then, too, his grandmother's family—the 


ee, ee mtg, 








Ghomas Middleton 


(Author of "Annals of Hyde," ete.), 
Born 1872, 
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Wife of ‘Thomas Middleton. 
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Ashtous—had been millers at Hyde Corn 
Mill for generations, and had been con- 
nected with many events of the early his- 
tory of the neighbourhood. Moreover, his 
nether's family —the Swiudells—-had Jog 
been settled in’ Werneth, and were well 
acquainted with the history of that town- 
ship. 

It will thus be seen that the future histori- 
an’s childhood was passed in an atmios- 
phere impregnated with local lore, and in 
this way no doubt Mr. Middleton acquired 
a fondness for those subjects of local his- 
tury which he has sinee made pecitiarly his 
owl, 

! It should be added that the work en- 
tailed in compiling the material for and in 
writing history, is of a herculean charac- 
ter, and in view of the growing importance 
of local history, the town of Hyde owes a 
great debt to Mr. Tom Middleton for the 
patience, and the thoroughness and the 
sustained labour which he has devoted to 
the task of preserving the history of his 
native town and neighbourhood. 


Thomas Middleton married at Denton 
Old Church, on Apri] 6th, 1897, Hannah, 
daughter of John Worrall, of Denton, and 
has issue— 

(1) Lenore Elizabeth Middleton, born 
Friday, April I5th, 1898, baptized at 
Denton Old Church, May 22nd, (898. 

(2) Thomas Grenville Middleton, born 
Sunday, March 3rd, 1901, baptized at 
Denton Old Church, April 21st, 1901. 
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NOTES ON FAMILIES AND PERSONS 

NAMED MIDDLETON, = 

IN THE PARISHES OF Hork AND TIDESWELL, 
THOMAS MIDDLETON 


(Author of “Annals of Hyde,” “ Legends of 
Longdendale,” ‘‘ Old Godley,” &c., &c. 


There are extant many curious and 
interesting tecords of the various families 
of Middietons who have lived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hope and Tideswell. 

For hundreds of years the race has clung 
to the townships of the above-named 
parishes, and in the registers at Hope the 
mame of Middlcton occurs with greater 
frequency than any other name. Bradwell 
formerly contained so many of the name 
that it became a saying that '‘ everyone in 
Bradwell was either a Middleton or a 
relation of a Middleton’; indeed, at one 
time they were so plentiiul, and so many 
of thein bore the samme Clhiristain name, 
that it was mecessary tu refer to them by 
their nicknames or their occupations in 
order to distinguish them. ‘he Rev. H. 
Buckston, a former Vicar of Hopc, has 
stated that Bradwell people were ‘' a race 
apart.””. They were mostly Ireeholders 
and consequently a very independeat set 
of people. Intellectually they were much 
above the average, uud were usually good 
speakers, there being few men among them 
who could not stand up and state their 
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opinions in well chosen and delivered 
sentences. They were formerly very 
clannish, and at one time if a Bradwell 
man married outside his own patish, he 
was considered to have disgraced himself- 
Tn Hope Chnrehyard there are many 
praves of dead and sone Middetons. 
These are chiefly situated on ihe south side 
of the church, round the old sun-dial ; 
indeed this part of the churchyard seems 
to have been a family hurialground. Some 
of the tembstones contain curious lines. 
On one upright stone is the following 
inscription in old-fashioned characters— 


Rehould 
This stone stands near 
upon the boanes of 
Martin Middieton 
who Bradwell Town 
inhabited of late 
And dv'd near Aged 
Fifty Fight 
November 16th, 1753. 


Another curious inscription on a small 
upright stone near the south door of Hope 
Church reads— 


Here 
Lieth the body of Little 
Martin Middleton who 
Died the 17th of June 
1815 Aged 90 years. 
From Hazlebadge. 


The Martin Middleton referred to in the 
last mentioned inscription lived at Hazle- 
badge Hall, which stands at the head of 
Bradwell Dale. He was a tenant of the 
Duke of Rutland, and a large portrait of 
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him was formerly hanging in the banquet: 
ing room at Haddon Hall. 


Various Middletons have figured as office 
holders in and benefactors to the parish, 
and in Hope Church on the board contain- 
ing a list of charities we read :— 


A.D. 1729 Thomas Middleton Icft to 
ye poor of Bradwell to be paid every St. 
Thomas Day for ever the sum of 05 0 0. 


In Hope wardens’ accounts for the year 
ending '' June ye 15th, 1734," there is the 
following item : 

‘“ Pd Robert Middleton for piece of 
wood for iu ye steeple........-. 8s. Ge. 


Among the Derbyshire Reewsants after 
the, Restoration occur the names of Jane 
Middleton, Tiddswell; Robert Middleton, 
Hope; and Margaret Middleton, Hope. 


The ‘' Reliquary " of January, 1867, also 
records the following : 

'' 1733, Sept. 29th, Edward Middleton 
witness to a deed so dated. James 
Middleton was a bemefactor to the town 
of Tideswell."’ 


At one period the Tideswell Middletons 
became allied with the Alleyns, and were 
the owners of properties in Tideswell. 
(The Alleyns of Tideswell traced their 
descent to King [dward I., and collaterally 
to Archbishop Cranmer. The Reliquary 
for the year 1883-4, vol. 24, pages 106-10, 
gives a full account and pedigree of this 
descent). There is a curious tradition told 
concerning a ilding which formerly 
belonged to this branch of the Middletons. 
In Dr. Cox’s ‘ History of the Churches of 
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Derbyshire’ there is an account of Tides- 

well Church, which also contains the fol- 

lowing : 
‘On the south side of the churchyard, 
under the high cliff helow Litton an old 
oratory or chapel was standing some very 
few vears ago of more early crection than 
the church. It was a very curious relic 
of ancient architecture, and full of 
quaiut devices of early times; its walls 
were a yard thick, of limestone, supported 
by buttresses that would have kept their 
station, if unmolested, as long as the roeks 
from whence they were taken. Rut I 
will give the relation I have received 
from one who resided within its ancient 
walls, as best suited to the subject. 
“It was said to have been built in King 
John’s days, who made this town a 
market by lis charter, dated the first of 
his reign, and granted it to Meveril, 
who was lord of the fee; it afterwards 
belonged to the Foljambes, and then to 
the Allens, and lastly to the Middlctons, 
who sold the same to Colonel Gisbourne. 
Av sister Middleton, who lived in the 
house, savs when the kitchen was new 
paved many human bones were found ; 
and that a very curious stone basin, 
supposed to be for holy water, was broken 
up for sand by a maid servant; that an 
arched passage went through the house, 
with a door at each end, and that against 
the death of any of the family there were 
always heard voices singing psalms in 
the ancient tongue; that the voices 
passed through the archway, and con- 
tinued singing very sweetly until they 
reached the church porch, when the 
sounds died away; affirming that she 
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herself heard them a few days before 
her husband’s death, Mr. Allen Middle- 
ton, who died in 1746; also that a pic- 
ture of one of the Allens always slided 
from its frame previous to the death of 
any one of the family.” 


The above was published in 1824 in 
‘‘Vignettes of Derbyshire,” from which Cox 
quotes it. A mote in pencil in the book 
asserts that the building referred to still 
exists as ‘‘ The Cross Daggers Inn.’’ 


On the list of charities hanging in the 
west porch of Tideswell Church there is, 
amongst others, the following announce- 
ment : j 

‘* James Middleton, of Tideswell, gave 
in his lifetime to the churchwardens and 
overseers of the poor of this town for the 
time being and their successors for ever 
the sum of £10, the interest thereof to be 
laid out in wheaten bread, and to be given 
to the poor of Tideswell weekly on Sun- 
days immediately after morning service 
for ever." 


There is in ‘Tideswell Churchyard a 
tombstone on which is an interesting 
inscription, evidently referring to the above 
James Middleton. 


Here lyeth the 
Remains of James Middleton 
of Tideswell who departed 
this life November the 15th 1772 
Aged 63 years. 
Charitable and religious was the man 
Which now lieth underneath this stone 
In short to speak his praises let this sutiice 
Sincere in friendship, honest, good, and 
wise, 
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Although he sleeps his memory yet shall 
live, 

Amd] pleasing comfort to his mourners 
give. 


Various books on Derbyshire villages 
contain mention of the name of Middleton, 
though it is difficult to decide the exact 
relationship of the men referred to. Accord 
ing to Wood's ‘' History of Eyam,’’ amoung 

| the benefactors to that village—‘' Thomas 
Middleton of Leam left £5 a year to the school 
for the teaching of ten poor children to 
read and write ; this benefaction is charged 
upon his piece of land called the Upper and 
: Under Low."’ The same book also gives 
the name of "' Thomas Middleton, Rector 
{ of Eyam, 1613, who with others in that year 
purchased a portion of the Stafford estate.” 
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Reprinted from the “North Cherkire Herald,’ 1906, 


MR. THOMAS MIDDLETON. 
(Author of ‘Annals of Hyde,” etc.) 


(By RANDAL SIDEBOTHAM3 


¢ The town of Hyde without Mr. Thomas Mid- 
dleton—or, as he is more popularly known, 
Mr. Tom Middleton—would be bereft of one 
of its most notable and interesting personal- 
ities. Its history, without the writings of Mr. 
Middleton, would be like “Hamlet” without 
the Prince of Denmark; like a cloudless i00n- 

( day sky without the sun. As a local historian, 
Mr. Middleton stands on a pedestal to him- 

f self, and, having read a great deal of what he 
has written, I have often thought how poor 
Hyde and the surrounding districts would be, 
so far as accessible historical recurds are con- 
cerned, if it had not been for 


MR. MIDDLETON’S EXTENSIVE INVESTI- 
GATIONS AND PRODUCTIONS. 


It is one thing for a town to have a history; 
it is quite another thing for that history to be 
compiled in a compact and accessible form. 
Thanks to Mr. Middleton's able, indefatigable, 
and persistent labours, we have now in a 
} readable and comprehensive volume 
zs much of this history as any- 
Lody would care to read. Possessing a 


il. 
versatile mind, a restless brain, an almost in- 
satiable thirst for historical knowledge, a pro- 
found love for reading, and a wonderfully re- 
tentive memory, Mr. Middleton, in the capa- 
city of local historian, has done greater ser- 
vice to Hyde than any other man, living or 
dead. But Mr. Middleton is not merely our 
leading local historian. 


HE IS ALSO AN AN'TIQUARY. 


a student of folklore, a lover of nature, an 
able speaker, a Sunday school leader, a sports- 
man, a ercligious worker, @ business man, and, 
what is more, a good-natured, honest, upright, 
courteous, and obliging gentleman. You can- 
not spend five minutes in Mr. Middleton's 
magnetic and fascinating company witl.out 
his telling you something you didn't know. 


It is very probable that many of those who 
know Mr. Middleto.. only by repute, who dur- 
ing the 1ast ten years have read his books. his 
lectures, and his numerous contributions ta 
the columns of the “North Cheshire Herald,” 
will have pietured him as being a man at 
least of middle age, if not much beyond. They 
will be surprised to learn that Mr. Middleton 
is 

ONLY IN HIS 34th YEAR. 


In his case the “young idea” was tanght how 
to “shoot” very early indeed—nay, it seems 
alinost to have taught itself, for it is one of 
Mr. Middleton's most remarkable persoual 
characteristics that, even while a youth at 
school, he conceived the art and cultivated 
the practice of imparting information and 
knowledge to others. His “Annals of Hyde 
and district,” a standard work of local his- 
tory, containing 350 pages, is far and away 
the most valuable production of its kind, and 
Mr. Middleton was barely twenty years of 
age when he entered upon the great task of 
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c-mpleting :{—a task which occupied nearly 
a whole decade. In this extremely interest- 
ing work the author covers the vast period 
from Julins Caesar's invasion of Britain (over 
fifty years before the Cliristian era) to the end 
of the last century. Of course, it is only with- 
in the last century that the town of Hyde has 
existed in anything like the condition we 
know it to-day. and up to the birth of the 
“North Cheshire Herald,” in 1851, there was 
at Hyde 


NO PUBLIC RECORDER OF CONTEMPOR- 
ARY HISTORY. 


except one or two outside publications which 
gave very imperfect reports of what took 
place. It is all the more remarkable, there- 
fure, that Mr. Middleton, in the production 
named, should have obtained numerous re- 
cords of lucal historical events covering some 
centuries. To obtain this information much 
labour, of which the public know nothing, is 
required; and when it is mentioned that our 


f historian has had to search the registers of } 
the old churches in the district—books dating 
Lack hundreds of years, and containing writ- 


ing scarcely legible—has had to examine thon- 
sands of old newspapers, to pore over old 
deeds and legal documents, to go carefully 
through scores of old township books and re- 
cords, to find out and interview hundreds of 
persons likely to be possessed of information, 
1 and to correspond with people all over the 
world, it will readily be understood that Mr. 
Middleton’s task has necessitated hard work 
and great perseverance. 


MR. MIDDLETON 18 A NATIVE OF HYDE, 


having been born at Kingston, on the 23rd 
December, 1872. He is the only son of the 
late Mr. Henry Middleton, and the family has 
been connected with Hyde for over a century. 
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It came to Hyde from Derbyshire, about the 
year 1790. Previous to that the ancestors of 
the family had settled at Hope and Tideswell, 
a3 early as the reign of Henry VII. The 
church registers at Hope and Tideswell prove 


AN UNBROKEN CONNECTION OF THE 
NAME OF MIDDLETON 


with that portion of the Penk for a period of 
over 300 years. The Middletons appear to 
have occupied a position of some standing. 
Several of them were engaged in trade at an 
early period, and after the custom of the 
time, they issued their own coins or token. 
In the ‘“‘Reliquary”’ for January, 1867, in an 
article on “Traders’ Tokens of Derbyshire,” 
there is an illustration of one of the ancient 
Tideswell tokens; the coin bears on the ob- 
verse the words—"Richard Middleton, His 
Helfe-Peny,” and on the reverse—‘In Tyds- 
wali 1669.” In 1658 a Thomas Middleton was 
churchwarden at Tideswell, and in 1693 a 
second Thomas Middleton held the same 
office. On coming to Hyde, 


THE MIDDLETON FAMILY SETTLED AT 
GLASS HOUSE FOLD, 


Heughton, where they inter-married with the 
Ashtons, of the Hyde Corn Mill. The family 
has been connected with St. George’s Church 
since its erection, in 1832. The present Mr. 
Middleton’s great grandfather, one Martin 
Middleton, was one of the first superimtend- 
ents at St. George’s Sunday School. Quite 
recently the first minute book of this school 
was discovered, and the first name on it was 
found to be that of Thomas Middleton, grand- 
father of our present subject, who also was a 
superintendent at St. George’s, and first secre- 
tary, and one of the founders of the earliest 
Conzervative Association in Hyde, about the 
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year 1827. For half a century the late fr. 
Henry Middleton was an active worker at 
St. George’s Church and Sehools, and « few 
years before his death, which took place in 
1296, he was presented with a bronze medal in 
commemoration of the fact. 


Our subject, Mr. Tom Middleton, received 
his early education at St. George's Day 
School, under Mr. 8. N. Brooks, J.P., and 
later on was for several years 


A STUDENT AT TIDESWELL GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL. 


Whilst at Tideawell he played with the cricket 
end football teams, and among his chums, 
who also played for the saine school, were 
Walter Brearley, the Lancashire and All Eng- 
land amateur fast bowler; the brothers J. and 
A. Messenger, since well-known as Mmeinbera 
of the Stalybridge club; and F. Cartwright, of 
Hyde. On Jeaving echool he joined his father 
in the business of a general draper, al Man- 

| ckester-road, Hyde, which was founded by hia 
giondfather in 1855, and has now been carried 
on for 51 years. 


At a very early age Mr. Tom Middleton 
began to take an active part in public affairs. 
end when but a youth became 4 ‘eacher in St. 
George's Sunday School, where he is at the 
present time 


LEADER OF THE YOUNG MEN'S CLASS, 


the largest of its kind in the town, with a 
membership of about a hundred, and an aver- 
age weekly attendance of about seventy. He 
is also a superintendent of the Sunday School, 
being the fourth member of his family who 
has held the office in successive generations, 
With the St. George’s Dramatic Society, 
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founded about 1869, he has tong been promin- 
ently assuciated, huving filled principal roles 
in many of the pieces performed by that body. 
In the proceedings of the St. George’s Mutual 
Innprovertent Society—e well-known literary 
und debating society, which ceased to exist 
several years ago—he took a leading part, and 
it was here that he acquired considerable 
facility as a speaker and debater. For ten 
years he was a sidesman at St. George's, an 
office to which he was first elected when 
beiely nineteen years of age. He is still a 
member of the Church Council, and his cv- 
operation, it scareely need be gaid, in what- 
ever direction it may be exercised, is of solid 
veluc. What may be termed Mr. Middleton's 
religious work has not been confined to one 
denomination. At different times his ser- 
vices have been sought after by various 
churches and chapels in the town and dia- 
trict, and he has delivered nuinerous valuable 
addresses on suitable topics to Sunday school 
classes. For some time he did voluntary mis- 
sior work at St. Matthew’s, Dukiufield, and St. 
Andrew’s Mission Room, Hyde. For five 
years he was hon. secretary to the local 
branch of the Church Missionary Society, and 
for ten years he has been hon. secretary to 
Hyde branch of the British and Foreign Bible 
Boviely. When the lifeboat movement was 
started at Hyde, in 1895, he acted as one of the 
hon. secretaries of the local litéboat fund, 
along wita Mr. George Stevens, late Town 
Clerk of Hyde. 


Holding strong views on the question of 
CHRISTIAN UNITY, 


Mr. Middleton has persistently striven to 
destroy the bitterness which too often mars 
‘the relations between the Established Church 
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and Nonconformity. His views on this ques- 
tion have been frequently expressed ip public 
speeches. “What a farce it is,” he remarked 
On one occasion, “for societies of men and 
wemen banded together to preach the Gospel 
of Christ—which is, above all else, a Gospel 
of brutherly love and chariiy—to stand aloof 
from cach other in isolated companies, for 
ever dwelling upen the differences and jeal- 
ousies which divide them, while the would is 
ful of needless suffering, and oppression and 
wrong are rife. Why not think more and 
inore of the points upon which all agree, of 
the great cause, and the Christ we all revere 
in common, and, forgetting the rest, which 
after all is very insignificant, join hand in 
haid, and so make easier the task of brighten- 
ing the world, and spreading the Kingdom of 
Cliist among men." Acting upon this fine 
and broad principle Mr. Middleton has heen 
a frequent speaker on Noncunfurmist plat- 
forms and at Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
gatherings. He has been a zealous worker on 
{ Pelialf of the Hyde Y.M C.A., of which he was 
president in 1900 and 1901. First and fore- 
most, of course, he has been a Churcliman, 
deep and sincere in his convictions. Inspired 
by a desire to see the Chureh of England in- 
ercuse ler strength and usefulness, he took 
an active part in the crusade for Church Re- 
fuim, carried on by the Protestant party at 
Hyde a few years ago. 


For many years Mr. Middleton has been an 


enthusiastic antiquary. If you show him a 
novelty that may possibly have a hidden past 
of more than ordinary interest, he wants to 
krow something about its age, its history, in 
{ whose reign it flourished, and so on. He has 

taken an active part in the excavation of the 

Roman military station of Melandra Castle, 
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Gamesley. In most of the big cities of Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire, and Derbyshire, and at 
Chetham College, Manchester, before the Lan- 
eashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, he 
has 

LECTURED ON ANTIQUARIAN SUBJECTS, 
Iccal history, and folk lore. While pursuing 
these subjects he has come in contact with 
many of the most noted antiquaries and liter- 
ary men of the north, and he speaks in terms 
of the warmest praise and admiration of such 
antiquarics as Mr. George Yates, F.8.A., of 
Manchester; Mr. Sutton, Chief Librarian for 
th2 City of Manchester; Professor Boyd 
Dawkins, Manchester; Colonel Fishwick, 
J.¥., author of ‘The History of Amounder- 
ness,” and many other historical worka; Mr. 
Henry Taylor, F.8.A., of Curzon Park, Ches- 
ter Returning Officer for the Hyde Division, 
Deputy Constable of Flint Castle, author of 
“The History of Flint’ and other historical 
works; and many others. 


Much space might be occupied in dealing 
with 
MR. MIDDLETON'S CONNECTION WITH 
POLITICS, 


but in a sketch of this character it is quite un- 
necessary. He began at a very early age to 
display an interest ia political questions, 
which he continues to study very closely. He 
has spoken on the same platform with Lord 
Balcarres, the late Mr. Edward Chapman, ex- 
M.V., for the Hyde Division; Mr. J. W. Side- 
botham, a former M.P. fur the same constitu- 
ency; the Hon. Alan de Tatton Egerton, who 
for many years represented the Knutsford 
Division in Parliament; the Right Hon. Geo. 
Wyndhain, M.P. for Dover, and ex-Chief Sec- 
retary for Ireland; and other well-known poli- 
ticians. At the time of the late Boer War, 
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Mr Middleton was on the Committee of the 
Scldiers’ Home at Fairfield, in connection 
with the Manchester Regiment, and addressed 
several meetings on behalf of the Regiment. 
in the Ashton-under-Lyne Town Hall. 


It is, perhaps, as a writer that Mr. Middle- 
ton is best known by the public of Hyde and 
other districts. He seems to have begun al- 
most everything at an early age. When but a 
boy, he became 


A CONTRIBUTOR TO THE COLUMNS OF 
THE “NORTH CHESHIRE HERALD,” 


writing several short stories for the Paper; 
wil not tong afterwirds there appeared in the 
“flerald” o serial stury from his clever and 
fertile pen. One of the best of his early con- 
tributions was a record—published in the 
“Heiald” of an interview with the late Mr. 
W J. Austin, J.P., of Broadbottom Hall, with 
whora he was on very friendly terms. It was 
a beautiful description of the Hall, and its 

{ stiroundings and historical associations, and, 
reading it at the time of its appearance, I re- 
member being struck, not alone with its excel- 
lence, but with its intensely interesting char- 
acter, for I happen myself to have had some 
acquaintance with Broadbottom Hall for 
ivany years. As a result of this literary 
achievement, Mr. Middleton was entertained 
by Mr. Austin at the Queen’s Hotel, Man- 
chester, where he had the honour of meeting 
th late Sir John Wm. Maclure, Bart., M.P., | 
and the late Mr. Herbert Rhodes, J.P., ot { 
Hollingworth. 


It was in 1898 ‘that 
{ MR. MIDDLETON’S FIRST BOOK 


appeared. This was ‘“‘A Political History of 
Kast Cheshire.” In tte following year his 
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“Annals of Hyde and District” was published, 
this being the first serinus attempt to place 
the history of Hyde and the surrounding 
Iccalities upon record in a permanent form. 
Mr. Middleton possessed special facilities for 
the role of local historian. He was the friend, 
and on several occasions the guest, of the late 
John Clarke, son of Captain Tiyde Jobn 
Clarke, of the Royal Navy, formerly of Hyde 
Hall, Hyde. Mr. Clarke frequently paid visits 
to him at Hyde, and in his company Mr. Mid- 
dieton went over the old historical places of 
Hyde. In this way he obtained possession of 
much valuable information, concerning the 
history of the families of Hyde and Hyde- 
Clarke. Mr. Clarke had in his possession 
many of the original portraits of the Hyde 
family, which formerly hung in Hyde Hall, 
and he also was the possessor of the sword 
which formerly belonged to one of his ances- 
tors, George Clarke, who was governor of New 
York when the United States were a British 
Colony. He had also many other relics of 
great interest, including the Bible upon which 
witnesses were sworn who gave evidence in 
the trial of the prisoners charged with the 
murder of Thomas Ashton, of Pole Bank, Gee 
Cross, in 1831. 


MR. MIDDLETON’S GRANDMOTHER 


was a daughter of John Ashton, the miller, «af 
Hyde Corn Mill, which was worked by the 
Ashton family for many generations. The 
mill stood on the banks of the Tame, opposite 
Hyde Hall, and was quite a historic institu- 
tion,—a mill having existed on that spot since 
the days of King John (13th century). Evi- 
dence of the erection of a mill at Hyde upon 
the banks of the River Tame, as early as the 
fifteenth century, may be found in the Hyde 
deeds. 
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XE 
THE CORN MILL AT HYDE 


was a busy place in the olden time, and as 
late as the middle of the 19th century the 
inhabitants of all the surrounding townships 
carried their corn to be ground at this old 
mill. Among the interesting bits of history 
ecnnected with it, there is @ record of the 
great flood of 1799—still commemorated by the 
well-known floodmark on Gibraltar Mill,— 
which tells how Mr. Middleton’s great grand- 
father, John Ashton, was with his men busily 
engaged for some days in endeavouring to 
prevent the heavy trees washed down the 
river by the flood, causing serious daniage to 
the mill-wheels and walls of the old Corn Mill 
at Hyde. The mill was pulled down about the 
close of the eighties of the last century, hav- 
ing been worked up to then. Mr. John Thorn- 
ely, formerly of Flowery Field House, Hyde, 
one of the first Aldermen of the Hyde Corpora. 
tiun, and now a resident of Wilmslow, pur- 
chased the oak beams of the old Hyde corn 
null, and had them converted into a beantifal 
suite of furniture. 


It is also a noteworthy fact that Mr. Middle- 
ton’s maternal grandfather, Charlies Swin- 
delle, a descendant of a yeoman family long 
settled in Werneth, was living at Swindells 
arm, in Apethorne-lane, at the time of the 
mujder of Thomas Ashton, on January 3rd, 
1831. The murder took place close to the 
farm-house, and Mr. Charles Swindells saw 
the body within a few minutes of its being dis- 
cov ered. 


When collecting the vast amount of histore 
ical matter which his 


{ “ANNALS OF HYDE” 


ecr tains, Mr. Middleton received encourage- 
ment from Mr. J. W. Sidebotham, Mr. T. Gair 
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Aebton, M.P., the late Mr. Edward Chapman, 
J.P., Mr. John Thornely, Rev. W. G. Bridges, 
M.A., Mr. Joshua Oldham, Mr. R. Hamnett, 
Mr. Jobh Chorton, the proprietors of the 
“North Cheshire Herald,” Mr. John Clarke 
(the last surviving member of Captain 
Clerke’s family), Mr. James Deakin, and 
many other gentlemen who have studied local 
history, or who have possessed documents or 
relics of historic interest. The book met with 
a very good reception, and in addition to the 
gentlemen named the subscribers included 
Lord Howard of Glosavp, Sir William Hyde 
Perker, the Right Hon. James Bryce, M.P. 
(Chief Secretary of State for Ireland in the 
present Government, and son-in-law to the 
late Mr. Alderman Thomas Ashton), Mr. 
Thomas Gair Ashton, M.P., Colonel Sidebot- 
tom, and the libraries, and practically all the 
leading residents of the borough and district. 


Tn 1900 Mr. Middleton wrote for the “North. 
Cheshire Herald” 


ANOTHER HISTORICAL WORK, “OLD 
GODLEY,” 


dealing specially with the history of the town- 
ship of Godley and its worthies. Subsequent- 
ly it was published in book form, and it con- 
stitutes a most interesting permanent record. 
At later periods Mr. Middleton has written a 
“History of Denton and Haughton,” 
“Legends of Longdendale” (a book dealing 
with the traditions and folk-lore of the Long- 
dendale Valley), “The History of 8t. George’s 
Ckurch, Hyde,” and “Literary Worthies of 
North-East Cheshire’’—al] works, as their 
names imply, dealing with the history, bio- 
graphy, and folk lore of this neighbourhood: 


EO 


Xi. 


Extremely fond of the country, Mr. Middle- 
ton has been 


A GREAT WALKER. 


He has tramped over nearly every mile of the 
Peak of Derbyshire, and taken long walking 
tours in Wales, the Lake District, the Cumber- 
land hills, and the Highlands of Scotland; 
and his rambles in those places have been 
described in several articles in the local and 
ths Manchester press. 


In search of antiquarian, historical, and 
other matter Mr. Middleton has had 


SOME NOVEL AND NOT A FEW EXCITING 
EXPERIENCES. 


He has gone down coal nines, explured old 
caverns and lead mines in the Peak; and he 
has made a study of some of the worst slums 
in Manchester, besides having ferreted out 
and interviewed most of the old-world charac- 
ters of the Hyde district. 


It will be seen from the foregoing biography 
that Mr. Middleton is one of the most interest- 
ing literary men in the district, and, consider- 
ing his years, hia success ig really phenom- 
enal, and augurs well for a long, brilliant, and 
useful career—a career which will attain that 
highest and noblest of ambitions—to leave the 
tewn and district of Hyde all the better for hia 
having lived in it, 
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